
 

1 

 

Chapter 16 Sons of Utah Pioneers 

 

About 1982, we had moved back to St. George to take care of my wifeôs Mother who was 

suffering from Alzheimerôs and bad health. I was working for KSL Television in Salt Lake 

City, working a shift of seven day on and 13 days off.   We were happy to be able to get 

close to my Brother Orden and his wife Afton.  They were very active in RVôs (recreational 

traveling in motorized vehicles). 

We were members of the Red-Rock-Road-Runners RV group that would travel monthly to 

different locations as a group. We enjoyed the opportunity of visiting different areas where 

we traveled, normally with in 3 or 4 hours travel from St. George. (See Chapter 19) 

My brother held a leadership position in the Cotton 

Mission Chapter of the Sons of the Utah pioneers. I have 

previously been a member of an organizations called the 

ñMormon Battalion Associationò in Salt Lake City. 

The Mormon Battalion Association was formed to 

emulate the only unit in American Military history bearing a religious title and being 

comprised entirely of recruits from a single religion. The official history of the 

United States Army was ñMormon Battalion of Volunteers, Army of the West, U. S. 

Army the Westò 

The original 1846-47 Mormon Battalion was like no other unit to ever serve into the 

United States military.  An independent battalion in the Army of the West during the 

Mexican-American War, it remains the only religious unit ever recruited from a single 

religion using a religious unit designation, the nickname of the Christian church from 

which it was drawn, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

Most of my participation was wear my uniform for parades and other activities 

honoring the memory of the Mormon Battalion. 
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My Great Great Grandfather. John W Hess and his Wife Emeline Bigler were members of 

the famed Mormon Battalion (see www.alfredbateman.org/history)  I felt that it was an honor 

to in an organization honoring those like my great great grand parents. 

I have always dedicated my life in honoring the great pioneering histories.  My Wife Gaye 

had the honor of sitting on the lap of a Mormon pioneer, her Grand Father David H. Cannon 

Jr. and being told the stories of Settling St, George as a member of the original group settling 

in St. George, Utah. 

We read in history records that her Great Great Grandfather David H. Cannon, Temple 

President of the St. George Temple was called to Logan Utah to help my Great Great 

Grandfather Marriner Wood Merrill set up the operation of the new Logan LDS Temple. 

 

 

The Mission of the Sons of Utah Pioneers 

Come to know our fathers and turn our hearts to them.  Preserve the 

memory and heritage of the early pioneers of the Utah Territory and the 

western U.S. Honor present-day pioneers worldwide who exemplify these 

http://www.alfredbateman.org/history)


 

3 

 

same qualities of character.  Teach these same qualities to the youth who will be tomorrowôs 

pioneers. 

Mission 

Our mission is to learn more 

of our venerable Mormon 

Pioneers who conquered the 

West. Understand more of 

their heroic struggle. 

Appreciate more their 

dauntless faith in God, their 

devotion to their church and 

to their families, their 

amazing courage and 

determination as they faced 

unknown frontiers, and the integrity of 

their purpose that kept them moving 

forward until they achieved what they 

sought.  

 

Let's promote the spirit of these early 

pioneers in the present day. Today's 

world urgently calls for the same faith 

and purpose, the same courage and determination, the same values required of our pioneer 

forefathers. And what of Tomorrow? It was for their posterity that they persevered and 

overcame. Let us pass on to our posterity the virtues and values that made our forefathers' 

lives meaningful. 
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There are 44 SUP chapters of Utah pioneers, with 37 of them in Utah. The headquarters is 

located in Salt Lake City, Utah 

The National Society of the Sons of the Utah pioneers located in Salt Lake City provides the 

over all leadership for the SUP, has a Board of Directors and electretôs a new president each 

year. William Critchlow III shown on the far right in the Picture was also my Mission 

Director at the St. George Temple Visitors Center 

Pioneer ancestors is not a requirement to have membership 

in the Sons of the Utah Pioneers.  I 

joined the COTTON MISSION 

CHAPTER shortly after we 

moved back to St. George. The 

name of the chapter was named after the Historic Pioneer Cotton 

Mission and Factory located in Washington, Utah.  

 

 

 

      

 

With my brother in a leadership position, it didnôt take long before I was offered an 

assignment. 

 

 

 Group of the past presidents of the National 

Society of the Sons of Utah Pioneers 

Board of directors. My brother, Orden is in the 

light-colored jacket and I am hiding to the far left 

in the picture 
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 My first assignment was to the Chapter Recognition wards annual submission.  It included 

four categories: 

1. PIONEER VALUES RECOGNITION 

2. STRENGTHENING MEMBERSHIP RECOGNITION 

3. COMMUNICATION RECOGNITION 

4. HISTORICAL PRESERVATION RECOGNITION 

Based on the competition of the Sons of the Utah Pioneers 

Chapters, The Cotton Mission chapter was first for several 

years.  

.  

 

 

 

The St. George, Utah-based 

Cotton Mission Chapter of 

the Sons of Utah Pioneers 

shares the mission of the National Society of Sons of 

Utah Pioneers, which is to: *Come to know our fathers and turn our hearts to them.   

*Preserve the memory and heritage of the early pioneers of the Utah Territory and the western U.S. 

*Honor present-day pioneers worldwide who exemplify these same qualities of character. 

*Teach these same qualities to the youth who will be tomorrowôs pioneers. 

COTTON MISSION BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

I am located on back row, second from the right 

http://www.sup1847.com/
http://www.sup1847.com/


 

6 

 

Scholarship Program 

The Cotton Mission Chapter 

supports local students with 

an endowed scholarship 

program, awarded every  

April to graduating seniors.  In 2017, the Chapter awarded $9,000 in scholarships.    

I became a member of the SUP Cotton Mission Board of Directors, a position that I held for 

over ten years 

 

 

 

                                                                    Origination chart  

At the time I resigned from the Board, due to my moving to Orem, Utah, I Served under the 

President Elect. 
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Our Chapter had about ninety members. Wives were invited to all activities but were not 

members of the Sons of the Utah pioneers. We had  

Most LDS Church associated organization are required to submit an annual history. Each 

chapter of the Sons of the Utah Pioneers are required to write an annual history.  I was asked 

to help digitize, distribute and submit our chapters annual history.  We would send a CD disk 

and a hard copy to Nation. Two disks to the Dixie State University and one copy to the past 

chapter president. 

High school scholarship 

Each year, the Cotton Mission awards a Scholarship of $1,000 to one student in each of the St. 

George Area High Schools. The Award is based on need and accomplishments of the Students.  

The chapter forms a committee to research and select the Student. The chapter sets the 

standards for the awards for the needs of the student. 

 

 

4th GRADE STUDENT ESSAYS 

St. George had four elementary Schools. The 

Cotton Mission works with the school 

administrators to encourage 4th grade students to 

right an Essay on one of their pioneer ancestors. 

This was popular with school elementary 4th grade 

history program. The students who wanted to 

participate would return their ancestor history to 

the teacher and work with our Chapter 4th grade 

project manger.  The essays would then be judge 

by the SUP chapter 4th grade committee and a 

winner from each school would be selected.  



 

8 

 

The winning essays would be given to me for encoding on the Chapterôs web. The students 

would them be able to search the web for the ancestor and find their essay on the web.  At 

the awards banquet, the winning student would receive an award certificate and a $20.00 

gold coin. 

 

 

 

 

St. George Live 

Many of the Cotton Mission members participated with 

the Historic St. George Live Program.  

The St. George Live is a community program supported by the City of St. George and 

several other groups such as the SUP Cotton Mission. The program is coordinated by the St. 

George Art Museum located next to the Historic St. George Opera House.  I was very active 

for several seasons in the Historic St. George Live program. My assignments including Web 

Master for the St. George Live Web Site which 

had the scheduling of the 

Historic Characters.  Along with 

my wife, we took the part of 

President Erastus Snow and wife 

for the St. George Live visit at 


