Chapter 16 Sons of Utah Pioneers

About1982 we had moved back to St. George to ta
suffering from Al zhei merds and bad health. I
City, working a shift of seven day on anddays off. We were happy to be able to get

close to my Brother Orden and his wife Aftol

traveling in motorized vehicles).

We were members of the R&bckRoadRunners RV group that would travel monthly to
different locations as a group. We enjoyed the opportunity of visiting different areas where

we traveled, normally with in 3 or 4 hours travel from St. George. (See Chapter 19)

My brother held a leadership position in the Cotton
Mission Chapter of the Sons thie Utah pioneers. | have
previously been a member of an organizations called the

AMor mon Battalion Associati onc

The Mormon Battalion Association was formed to
emulate the only unit in American Military history bearing a religious &tid being

comprised entirely of recruits from a single religion. The official history of the

United States Army was fAMor mon Battaea -/)n of

Army the Westo

The original 184647 Mormon Battalion was like no other unit teee serve into the
United States military An independent battalion in the Army of the West during the
MexicanrAmerican War, it remains the only religious unit ever recruited from a single
religion using a religious unit designation, the nickname of thesian church from

which it was drawn, The Church of Jesus Christ of Ladtgy Saints

Most of my participation was wear my uniform for parades and other activities

honoring the memory of the Mormon Battalion.



My Great Great Grandfather. John W Hess laisdVife Emeline Bigler were memlseof

the famed Mormon Battalion (seevw.alfredbateman.org/historyl)felt that it was an honor

to in an organization honoring those like my great great grarmh{zsar

| have always dedicated my life in honoring the great pioneering histories. My Wife Gaye
had the honor of sitting on the lap of a Mormon pioneerGnand Father David H. Cannon
Jr. and being told the stories of Settling St, George as a memberariginal group settling

in St. George, Utah.

We read in history records that her Great Great Grandfather David H. Cannon, Temple
President of the St. George Temple was called to Logan Utah to help my Great Great

Grandfather Marriner Wood Merrill set tipe operation of the new Logan LDS Temple.

PIONEERS

SONS OF i
Utah Pioneers
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The Mission of the Sons of Utah Pioneers

Come to know oufathers andurn our hearts to thenPreserve the
memory and heritage of the early pioneers of the Utah Territory and the
western U.S. Honor preseday pioneers worldwide who exemplify these
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http://www.alfredbateman.org/history)

same qualities of charactesf.,.e ach t hese same qualities to

pioneers.
Mission

= e 2 Lo oo says 3 2= Our mission is to learn more
CHAPTERS OF THE SONS OF UTAH PIONEERS
of our venerable Mormon
Pioneers who conquered the

West. Understand merof

“ | b 8 their heroic struggle.
‘ 0 A . hei
bty @ ppreciate more their
‘ dauntless faith in God, their
@ devotion to their church and
to their families, their
amazing courage and
determination as they faced
unknown frontiers, and the integrity of
their purpose that kept them mogin
forward until they achieved what they

sought.

Let's promote the spirit of these early

pioneers in the present day. Today's

world urgently calls for the same faith

and purpose, the same courage and determination, the same values required of our pioneer
forefathers. And what of Tomorrow? It was for their posterity that they persevered and
overcame. Let us pass on to our posterity the virtues and values that made our forefathers'

lives meaningful.
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There are 44 SUP chapters of Utah pioneers, with 37 of them in Utah. The headquarters is
located in Salt Lake City, Utah

The National Society of the Sons of the Utah pioneers located in Salt Lake City provides the
over all leadership for the SUP,hasaBod of Directors and el ectr
year. William Critchlow Il shown on the far right in the Picture was also my Mission

Director at the St. George Temple Visitors Center

Pioneer ancestors is not a requirement to have membership
in the Sons of the Utah Pioneers. |
joined the COTTON MISSION /

Group of the past presidents of the Nation

Society of the Semof Utah Pioneers CHAPTER shortly after we MWJ

moved back to St. George. The m $

name of the chapter was named after the Historic PionetamCot

Mission and Factory located in Washington, Utah.

Board of directors. My brother, Orden is in the
light-colored jacket and | am hiding to the far lei
in the picture

With my brother in a | ea tefored was piferedas i t i on, [

assignment.

Q@otton Mission Chapter

Sons of Utah Pioneers
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My first assignment was to the Chapter Recognition wards annual submission. It included

four categories:

1. PIONEER VALUES RECOGNITION

2. STRENGTHENING MEMBERSHIP RECOGNITION
3. COMMUNICATION RECOGNITION

4. HISTORICAL PRESERVAION RECOGNITION

. S . tmmﬂSOfU Based on the competition of the Sons of the Utah Pioneers
Naﬂﬂﬁd OCICWO [ahpioﬂem Chapters, The Cotton Mission chapter was first for several

NMMGWMWAM years.

Presied [

Cotton Mission Cﬁa}ater

7or Meere e SUTT Awasd Camena

Tre Emaie Boaed s caus s Chaer v oot o e it
Az o 7.

The St. George, Utabased

Cotton Mission Chapter of

the Sons of Utah Pioneers COTTON MISSION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

shares the mission of tidational Society of Sons of' 2™ located on back row, second from the right

Utah Pioneerswhich is to:*Come to know our fathers and turn our hearts to them.
*Preseve the memory and heritage of the early pioneers of the Utah Territory and the western U.S.
*Honor presentday pioneers worldwide who exemplify these same qualities of character.

*Teach these same qualities to the youth who wil/l

be
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http://www.sup1847.com/
http://www.sup1847.com/

Scholarship Program

The Cotton Mission Chapter
supports local students with

an endowed scholarship

program, awarded every

April to graduating seniorsln 2017, the Chapter awarded $9,000 in scholarships.

| became a member of the SUP Cotidission Board of Directors, a position that | held for

over ten years

Origination chart

Director of Presders-Elect President
Russ Eaeman

| Cotton Mission Newslettar January 2016

Cotton Mission Chapter SUP Organizational Chart ~ January 2016

Sound Systern: Secretary
Kent Beus Hedn Jenkns

Lynn Bateman
Gary Smith

At the time | resigned from the Board, due to my moving to Orem, Utah, | Served under the

Presdent Elect.



Our Chapter had about ninety members. Wives were invited to all activities but were not

members of the Sons of the Utah pioneers. We had

Most LDS Church associated organization are required to submit an annual. sty

chapter of the Sors the Utah Pioneers are required to write an annual history. | was asked
to help digitize, distribute and submit our chapters annual history. We would send a CD disk
and a hard copy to Nation. Two disks to the Dixie State University and one copyptsthe

chapter president.

High school scholarship

Each year, the Cotton Mission awards a Scholarship of $1,000 to one student in each of the St.
George Area High Schools. The Award is based on need and accomplishments of the Students.
The chapter forms aommittee to research and select the Student. The chapter sets the

standards for the awards for the needs of the student.

4" GRADE STUDENT ESSAYS

St. George had four elementary Schodlse

By Jacob Jepsen . . .
Do you know who built the first iron furnace in Virginia? If not, I'll take you behind the scenes of COtton M ISSIO n Wo rks Wlth the SCh 00|
Jacob Holtzclaw, the greatest great, great, great, great, great, great, great, great grandfather in all
time! . .

_ . administrators to encourag# grade students to
Jacob was born in Truppbach, Germany in 1683. He became a school teacher in Germany. He
was twenty-five when he married his wife Margret. They later had two boys named Henry and
John. H H H

right an Essay on one of their pioneer ancestors

In April 1714, thirty-one year old Jacob and twenty-eight year old Margret took their two sons
across the Atlantic to America with eleven other families. They settled in Germania, Orange
County, Virginia. They built the first iron furnace and manufactured the first pig in A ca 1 H
s e e s o This was popular with school elementafygtade
After six years in Germania, Jacob Holtzclaw and the other families from Germany were able to
have their own land farther to the north. The called the town they founded Germantown. .
D e s s i et e consts sk e s som e 1ISLOTY Program. The students who wanted to
Jacob and his family had to walk thirty miles. They raised their first crops using only hoes. There
were no draft animals to help. Men and women worked hard. After a few years, they were able

to purchase more horses and land. In fact, when Jacob died, he had three-thousand acres of land! p arti Ci p ate wou |d return th e ir ancestor h isto ry to

He divided it up amongst his children and grandchildren, each getting two-hundred acres.

Their land was good and prosperous. They used their money wisely and soon became very

comfortable. Jacob became mayor and one of the three founders of Germantown. th e teac h ean d WO rk W| th our C h apte rthlg rad e
Jacob had a large family. They include John, Henry, Ann Elizabeth, Katharine, Hyrumm,

Elizabeth, Alice Katharine, Jacob Jr., Joseph and Eve. Wow what a bunch of kids! prOjeCt manger. The eSSayS Would then be judge

Jacob Holtzclaw’s decendents have shown their loyalty to their country by serving in all the wars
that been fought by the United States. Here’s how they served their country. French and Indian

War, Revolutionary War, Virginia Militia, North Carolina Militia, Mohawk War, War of 1812, h d 1 d
the Battle of New Orleans, the Florida War of 1819, the Mexican-Amercan War, Civil War, by the SUP chaptef"grade committee and a

WWI, WWII, Korean War, Vietnam, Gulf War, Iraq War.

I ‘m proud that Jacob Holtzelaw had the courage and fith to bring his family 10 & new and W| nner fro m e ach sc h 00 | wou | d be se | e Cted .

strange world and how he helped build America into the fine nation it is today.



The winning essays would be given tudentsme f or
would them be able to search the web for the ancestor and find their essay on the web. At
the awards banquet, the winning student would receive an award certificate and a $20.00

gold coin.

St. George Live

Many of the Cotton Mission membersapticipated with

the Historic St. George Live Program.

The St. George Live is a community program supported by the City of St. George and
several other groups such as the SUP Cotton Mission. The program is coordinated by the St.
George Art Museum locatetext to the Historic St. George Opera Houbwas very active

for several seasons in the Historic St. George Live program. My assignments including Web
Master for the St. George Live Web Site which

had the scheduling of the
Historic Characters. Alongith
my wife, we took the part of

President Erastus Snow and wife

for the St. George Live visit at (

he 2-hour tours beqgin at 10 a m. daily on Tuesdays through Saturdays, June 1 through August 31 2017



